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Dear Parents/ Carers,
Year 5/6 Residential Visit to Mepal Outdoor Centre (For children who will be Year 5/6 in Sept 2010).
13th – 15th October 2010 

We have already offered the current Year 5 places and are now opening up this opportunity to the current Year 4’s (who will be Year 5 in September 2010). There are only 10 remaining places and therefore it will be based on a first come first served basis.  The office will need slips and £50 deposits to secure a place by Friday 7th May 2010.  Please do not send them to the class teacher.  
The children follow a programme of outdoor pursuits, with both land and water-based activities, such as fencing, archery, sailing.  The quality of instruction is excellent. The centre is well maintained and provides comfortable accommodation and good quality meals. Evening activities are organised for the children. We have deliberately chosen to go in the autumn term for a number of reasons:
· It’s cheaper.
· It enables children and teachers to get to know each other really well early in the term.
· Y6 children often have a main part in the summer term play and we have found a trip at the same time makes rehearsals difficult to organise. 

The cost of the 3 day (2 night) visit will be £125 which is cheaper than the last time we went in summer 2009.  There will be no transport costs as we would ask that parents make their own transport arrangements. We offered this as a choice to parents last time, and to keep the costs down (by about £15-20 per child) all parents opted to make their own arrangements. It was very successful. We shall therefore do the same thing this time. Nearer the time we will collect information about your transport arrangements – if you can’t get your child to Mepal, we can link you up with another parent, so please don’t let this factor stop your child from going.
Unfortunately the school does not have a fund to subsidise this visit. The 1988 Education Act states that for activities organised during the school day the school can request a voluntary contribution from parents to cover the costs involved. If insufficient payments are made, the school may have to cancel the visit. Any contributions already received will then be refunded.

To help manage the cost we do offer you the option of paying in instalments – big or small- up until the final payment date of 10th September 2010. There are certain payment deadlines, as we have to pay a deposit and then make interim payments. A deposit of £50 is needed to confirm your child’s place on the visit (non-refundable should your child decide not to attend at a later date). It also acts as an indicator of your commitment to meet the payment.

Payment deadlines
Deposit of £50 by 7th May 2010.



2nd payment of £40 by 9th July 2010
                        

3rd  payment of £35  by 10th Septemeber 2010
We would obviously like to maintain the tradition of taking Year 5/6 away, as the centre provides physically challenging activities in a safe environment. The visit is valuable in giving children independence and in raising their self-esteem. For many children this is a highlight of their time at Ramsey Junior School.

The highest standards of behaviour are expected on this visit and the school reserves the right to refuse a place to any child, if it is felt that his/her conduct might endanger the safety of other participants. The Centre Manager at Mepal also reserves the right to terminate the visit of any individual or group, if in his judgement, it is necessary to do so. This action will thankfully be rare but it highlights the expectation that children will respond immediately to instructions and that they will follow the rules laid down for their safety.

Please complete the form indicating whether you would be prepared to meet the cost of the visit, and the £50 deposit, to the office by 7th May 2010.  
If your child will not be going to Mepal please complete the relevant section of the slip so that the school is clear about your decision. If you would like to discuss the visit, please make an appointment to see me Mrs Juniper, who will be happy to discuss the trip. 
Yours sincerely,

Mrs D. M. Hannaford

Headteacher

________________________________________________________________________________
Year 5/ 6 Residential Visit to Mepal ( – slip and deposit to be returned to the school office by 7th May 2010. 
· I would like my child……………………………………………..in class…………… to participate in the Y5/6 residential visit and I am prepared to make a voluntary contribution.  I enclose a non-refundable deposit of £50.
· My child……………………………………………………………..in class……………will not be going to Mepal.

Signed………………………………………………….Parent/Carer

Date…………………………..

Print Name……………………………………………

All cheques should be made payable to Ramsey Junior School. 























Ramsey Community Junior School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children



and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.


