Year 3 Curriculum News, Spring term 2008.

Time flies! Here we are already into another year, Spring term, may we take this opportunity to wish you a happy and prosperous New Year. 

Trips and Visits
In March Y3 are going to visit Colchester Museum to link with our topic on the Romans. We should be able to give a firm date next week. It is a long day and quite an expensive trip but it is the most fantastic museum with lots of hands on exciting things for the children to do. There will be a separate letter about this- so watch out for it!

Literacy

We will begin this term looking at traditional tales and fairy stories. Over the next few weeks we will be also looking at Myths and legends, including those from Greek and Roman Mythology so that it links with our history topic. This will lead up to the children writing their own episode of a myth. After half term we will be reading and performing poetry from other cultures and looking at, reading and producing our own information texts about the Romans. As you can see we are making a great effort to link our literacy work with out history topic, it makes it more relevant and interesting to the children.

Numeracy

We will be beginning our studies this term with looking at fractions but as in all terms, we will be looking at the four rules of number and asking the children to sharpen and improve their computational speed and accuracy. We will be also extending our skills in understanding shape and especially angles. A lot of time will be spent with the children looking at problems that use these skills to enable them to see the relevance to everyday life. 

ICT

In ICT this term we will be learning how to access, store and manipulate sound using the computer sound card and creating our own mixed sample of an 80’s disco track. 

Science

We will be looking at magnets and springs before half tem and rocks and soils after half term. Each unit will contain experiments the children will conduct to help them understand the workings of the world around them and to develop their skills of scientific enquiry.
History

Our main focus this term is History and we will be looking at the Romans in Britain, how and why they came, what they did that made them different, why they left after 300+ years. This is an exciting and engaging topic and will be more so when the children visit Colchester Castle Museum.

Art

Our artwork this term links strongly with our history work. We will sketch and draw Roman artefacts, make mosaics and a candle pot. The children will have input from a local artist to help them improve their drawing techniques and finished results. 

Games/PE

The children will all have outdoor games on Wednesdays with our Hockey coach; they will need warmer kit for this and a change of footwear.  Could you please ensure these are also named as our unclaimed ‘clothing mountain’ was so big last term it had snow on the top! The children will also all be now having PE and Gym indoor on Thursdays and will need lighter kit for this. There will be no swimming this term to enable other year groups to have access to the pool.

Other Matters

There will be another chance to discuss your child’s progress towards the end of term but should there be any points you wish to raise with your child’s teacher please don’t hesitate to drop in or make an appointment. 

Thank you,

Mrs Wells, Miss Manning Mrs Wass, Mrs Garvey, Mrs Fussell, Mrs Dwyer.

