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Year 3 Curriculum News, Autumn term 2007.

Welcome to parents and carers of Year 3. The following letter will give you some idea of what your child may be studying over the next term and some information about the things your child may talk about.

Literacy

We have begun this term with learning about non-fiction texts and report writing, which links strongly with our main focus this term on teeth and eating and ‘Feast’. Later on in the term we will look at settings for stories and the children will be writing starters to stories in a variety of genres, some spooky, some funny and so on. They will be reading lots of stories to see how speech is shown in books and then learning to punctuate speech themselves in their own writing. 

Reading

The children should all be given an initial book to read with an adult at home by the end of this week .We know that your children will benefit greatly from the time you can spend listening and talking to them about their books.  Please use these record books to write down page numbers, comments or notes to the teacher about your child’s reading.
Numeracy

As in all terms, we will be looking at the four rules of number and asking the children to sharpen and improve their skills, computational speed and accuracy. We will also be working on weights and measures, shape and extending and consolidating telling the time. A great help in this are the ‘by the way ‘ questions that parents can ask, like ‘That’s two slices of bread per person, how many for all four of us?’ or ’I can’t see the clock, what time is it?’
ICT

The children will be working on their word processing skills this term and learning how to insert pictures into text and import information from websites. The children will continue to use computers within all subjects to present their work or research a topic. They will also use computer games and simulations to make lessons fun!

Science

This is one aspect of our ‘Feast’ topic this term and the scientific focus will be on teeth and eating. The children will investigate what teeth are for, how and why we eat, what we eat and how this changes for other animals. They will be conducting experiments and investigations that they may tell you about, an especial favourite is the eggshell experiment!

DT

With food in mind, the children will be investigating healthy options in food and as part of this will go to Pizza Express in Huntingdon to learn about the processes involved in the production of food and the options they could have. They will make their own Pizza and bring it home to eat with you that evening (they do wash their hands!!!).

RE

The RE unit of work also links with ‘Feast’ in that we will be looking at the role of food in celebrations from around the world and from other faiths. This will lead us nicely into looking at seasonal celebrations from several faiths that occur around the end of the term.

Games/PE

The children will have PE on Tuesdays (Games) and Wednesdays ( Gym or Dance), could we ask they have their change of clothing with them for those days, please, especially suitable shoes for outside as this could be a cause of accidents. They are looking forward to using our climbing apparatus for balancing and sequencing work for their indoor gymnastics session. In Games we will be extending and improving ball skills in football and netball amongst other things.

Homework

After this week homework will be given out on Mondays to be returned/learned for the following Monday, with the page highlighted or perhaps substituted as required. It will consist of a literacy activity and a numeracy activity from their new homework books and will always be something. Please encourage your children to take good care of these books, they will have to be replaced if they are lost and a small charge will be made for this. There will of course be reading to do during the week. Your child has been given a folder to keep their work in.

Rewards

You may hear your child talking about smileys, house points, pupil of the week, Wrinklettes (they are not being rude about Mrs Wells!) and golden time. These are strategies used by the class teacher and the school to encourage good behaviour and exemplary work. Smileys/house-points are given for good behaviour or work. They cannot be taken away because they have been earned. As the child collects more they can get a bronze certificate for 25 points, silver for 50 and a gold for 100. These are also tallied as house points against the child’s house team, so that they are earning points for their house team, too. Golden time is free choice time for 15 mins plus every week. Every child starts every week with this but it can be lost if they misbehave, a teacher may take it away in five minute blocks for example. If they lose any minutes, they miss that amount of time off their Golden time. We also encourage good housekeeping skills by awarding a puppet dog, Wrinklettes, to a class for a week for having a tidy classroom.  If their class is given it, they get an extra playtime that week! 

And finally….

We will try to keep you informed of all things we need to do in class and may often send letters or notes home in bags or folders. If you could help us out by looking in these regularly to prevent those 

“By the way, Mum, we have to have a banana (or whatever) at school today….” moment when you get to school! 

Could you please look out for and collect food labels that come from around the world- apple or Kiwi stickers, orange wrappers, box labels etc, for later on this term? And- lots of notice- any photos you have of the children having celebration food, birthday cakes, Christmas lunch etc, this is for after half term. Can we send out one final plea for names in all items of school clothing? We have, at the moment a tiny molehill of blue clothing but wouldn’t want it to grow into a navy-blue mountain just yet!

Should there be any points you wish to raise with your child’s teacher please don’t hesitate to drop in or make an appointment. 

Thank you for your support,

Mrs Wells, Miss Manning, Mrs Wass, Mrs Garvey.

Year 3 team.
























Ramsey Community Junior School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children



and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.


