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Spring Term 2008
Dear Parent/Carer,

Year 4 Spring Term Curricular Information
Below is an outline of the curriculum that year 4 will be following up until Easter.  

Literacy:

This term, our literacy curriculum will be linked closely to our work in science looking at “My Body”.  The children will be learning to use non-fiction texts to find information including note-taking techniques.  They will then work in small groups to produce a poster on the Skeleton presenting information in a variety of different ways.  Secondly, we will be looking at explanation texts through the book “Until I met Dudley” by Chris Riddell.  We will then be basing our own writing on this book by writing an explanation text of an everyday object and then an explanation text about how muscles work. 

In the second half of term we will be looking at stories from imaginary worlds linked with our topic on “Keeping Warm”.  This will be followed by writing contrasting poems on hot and cold lands.
Our curricular writing targets will be based on using connectives in our writing.
Numeracy:
The children will be consolidating their skills and understanding of number, shape, space and measure, data handling and in particular applying their learning to problem solving.  Data handling and measuring skills will be linked closely to our science topic on “My Body”.

Science:

My Body

In this topic we will be learning about skeletons in humans and animals.  We will also be learning about muscles and movement linked with exercise.  We will be having a visit from a qualified physiotherapist.

Keeping Warm:
The children will begin by comparing temperature to body temperature and by touch.  They will practise taking, reading and recording temperatures throughout the day and analysing the results.  They will learn that heat travels and investigate different ways of keeping things cold and hot. 
ICT:
We will be using LOGO to write instructions to create patterns on the screen.  Alongside this we will be continuing word processing skills using Word.

Geography:
In geography we will be investigating weather across the globe in particular concentrating on cold environments.
Art:

This will be covered by Mrs Calver, a professional artist.  The children will start by drawing a skeleton leading up to different interpretations of a portrait.  This will be followed by a class mural based on the migration of swans from Siberia linked to the geography topic.

Physical Education:
Indoor PE will be on a TUESDAY for both classes.

As part of our “My Body” topic we will be focusing on our muscles and general fitness through circuit training.
Outdoor PE will be on a WEDNESDAY for both classes.
This will be with Mrs Dwyer.  The children will work on the invasion games of netball and football.

RE:

In the weeks leading up to Easter we will be looking at the Christian festival of Easter including a visit to Thomas a Becket Church and hopefully a talk from the Rector.
Music:
In music we will be singing a range of songs linked to the topics of “My Body” and “Keeping Warm”. The children will work to add their own instrumental accompaniments.

PSHE:

We will be continuing our work on SEAL covering Going for Goals – success, Good to be Me and Relationships.
School trips:
We are hoping to run a trip to Welney Wetland Centre on Monday, 18th February.  Details will be in Friday’s newsletter.
Homework:
Reading

Please try to hear your child read at home as often as possible.  Lots of discussion and predicting is the most helpful.  Your child may change their home/school reading book as soon as they have finished one.  Please record and sign in your child’s home/school reading diary.  All children have at least one guided reading session in school each week and some children are also heard individually.
Spelling homework will take the form of a spelling investigation or activity reflecting work covered in the class.

Numeracy/Literacy homework will be sent home on a Monday to be returned on the following Friday.  This will be revision of the work covered in the previous week.
Other homework will take the form of a topic based research project relevant to the main focus of the term which children complete over an extended period of time.
Water bottles:

Please ensure that your child brings a ready filled water bottle to school each day.  It is also important that your child takes the bottle home to be thoroughly washed as there are no facilities in school.
If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher/s.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Southwell, Mrs Barber and Miss Radford























Ramsey Community Junior School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children



and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.


