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Year 6 Curriculum Newsletter
Spring Term 2008
Dear Parents                                                                                                 

Welcome back to a short but important term.  In Year 6 this term we will be focussing on Literacy, Numeracy, Science, Seal and ICT in order to prepare the children for the SATS in May. 

This term the children will be learning:

	Literacy
Reading target :  I can discuss the structures and language features of all non fiction text types we use, including connectives, paragraphs, emotive language, loaded statements and questions, passive and impersonal language. 
Writing targets: I can manipulate clauses in sentences for different effects on the reader. 
(eg. Use of simple/ complex sentences, correctly punctuating sentences, adding adverbial clauses and connectives, active and passive sentences) 
Units covered this term:
Spring 1st Half term: 

· Argumentative texts, including persuasive texts. 
· Formal/ impersonal writing

Spring 2nd Half term

· Authors and texts

· Narrative tests

· Formal/ impersonal texts

All units will include :

· reading a variety of texts based on the text type

·  identifying the features needed to be successful to write the text type

·  planning,

· writing a draft,

· editing and improving own work. 
· Work based on spelling strategies and structure of sentences. 

Guided reading and personal readers – Text related to reading and writing texts above. 

	Numeracy
Target:  To solve word problems, choosing and using appropriate calculation strategies, including the use of the calculator. 
This term the whole school begins to follow the renewed framework for Numeracy.  These consist of blocks of 2 or 3 weeks.  The blocks have a greater emphasis on using and applying the skills and knowledge the children have acquired.
This term the following areas will be covered: 


	Block A: Counting, partitioning and calculating

· Multi-step problems and problems involving fractions, decimals and percentages.

·  Use decimal notation for tenths, hundredths and thousandths, partition, round and order decimals with up to three places and place them on a number line

· Derive related multiplication and division facts involving decimals

· Calculate mentally with integers and decimals U.t + U.t, TU x U, TU ÷ U, U.t x U, U.t ÷ U

· Add and subtract integers and decimals, to multiply and divide integers and decimals by a one digit integer and to multiply two-digit and three-digit integers by a two-digit integer
· Use a calculator to solve problems..

	Block B: Securing number facts, understanding shape.

· Solving problems and puzzles using approp. calculations and methods.

· Sequences, patterns and relationships involving numbers and shapes.

· Multiplication facts, square and triangular numbers. 

· Multiplication and division facts involving decimals
· Prime numbers 
· Approximations, inverse operations and tests of divisibility. 

· Using a calculator to solve problems involving multi-step calculations
· Parallel and perpendicular edges or faces; use these properties to classify 2d and 3d solids

	Block C: Handling data and measures

· Solve problems by collecting; selecting, processing, presenting and interpreting data, using ICT where appropriate; draw conclusions and identify further questions to ask. 

· Construct and interpret frequency tables, bar charts with grouped discrete data, and line graphs; interpret pie charts.

· Understanding mode, range, median and mean.

· Using the language of chance or likelihood.

· Select and use standard metric units of measure and convert between units using decimals to 2 decimal places.

· To read and interpret scales on a range of measuring instruments.

	Block D: Calculating, measuring and understanding shape

· Solve multi-step problems and problems involving fractions, decimals and percentages; choose and use appropriate calculation strategies at each stage, including calculator use.

· Calculate mentally with integers and decimals: U.t + U.t, TU x U, TU ÷ U, U.t x U, U.t ÷ U.

· Add and subtract integers and decimals, to multiply and divide integers and decimals by a one digit integer and to multiply two-digit and three-digit integers by a two-digit integer.

· Use a calculator to solve problems involving multi-step calculations.

· Approximations, inverse operations and tests of divisibility to estimate and check results
· Select and use standard metric units of measure and convert between units using decimals to two decimal places.

· Estimate angles and use a protractor to measure and draw them, on their own and in shapes; calculate angles in a triangle or around a point.

· Use coordinates in the first quadrant to draw, locate and complete shapes that meet given properties.

· Visualize and draw on grids of different types where a shape will be after reflection, after translations, or after a rotation through 90° or 180° about its centre or one of its vertices. 

	Block E: Securing number facts, relationships and calculating

· Solving problems and puzzles using approp. calculations and methods.

· Use a calculator to solve problems involving multi-step calculations
· Express a larger whole number as a fraction of a smaller one; simplify fractions by cancelling common factors; order a set of fractions by converting them to fractions with a common denominator.

· Express one quantity as a percentage of another; find equivalent percentages, decimals and fractions.

· Relate fractions to multiplication and division; express a quotient as a fraction or a decimal; find fractions and percentages of whole-number quantities.

· Solve simple problems involving direct proportion by scaling quantities up or down


	Science 

· What happens when materials are burnt? 

· How heating and cooling changes material, and whether they are reversible.

Forces

· What is a force and how they are measured? 

· Types of forces: gravity, friction, up thrust, air resistance, water resistance etc. 

· Labelling the direction of forces. 

Microbes

· What are microbes and what do they do? 

· Decay

· Investigating yeast

Electricity

· Making electrical circuits using bulbs, motors etc. 

· Drawing circuit diagrams. 

· Investigating wires and the brightness of bulbs. 

Shadows

· What are shadows and how are they formed? 

· How we see

· Reflection of light

· What affects the size of shadows?
The Earth and Beyond

· Where is the Earth in the solar system? 

· The importance of the sun.

· Orbiting 

· Phrases of the moon

· How seasons occur? 

· How the tilt of the Earth affects the weather? 

	Design Technology/ Art
An artist Ms Calver will be taking the children again for art this term. The lessons  will focus on observation and the basic elements of 2 dimensional representations. These skills will then be used to enable the children to recreate a painting of Vermeer’s “The Girl With the Pearl Earring.”  

	P.E. and Games

Mrs Dwyer will be taking Out door games on Thursday am- Net and wall games 

Class teacher will be taking Gymnastics 

	Music 

Music will by taken by Mrs Munford. 

	PSHE  -    Based on a whole school programme called SEAL (Social Emotional aspects of Learning). This terms themes are: Going for goals, Good to be me, Relationships. 

	ICT: 
Power point 

Control and monitoring   

	Homework: 

Homework will be given out on Mondays and is expected to be completed by the Friday unless otherwise stated.  This will cover: reading, spellings, literacy, numeracy , science (these are based on SATS based questions) and topic based work.  (approx 30 mins each evening) 


Many thanks for all of your support. 
                With best wishes,

                Mrs. Juniper, Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Salaman











Ramsey Community Junior School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children



and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.


